
E-NEWSLETTER June 2010, Issue 14 

CONTENTS  
 

CWA NEWS  
VISIT TO BORDERS 
NEW STAFF MEMBER, JOHN PATERSON 

 

MEMBER NEWS  
BORDERS FOREST TRUST  

GORDON COMMUNITY WOODLAND   
ALVA GLEN HERITAGE TRUST  

KILFINAN COMMUNITY FOREST COMPANY  
KINGSBURGH FOREST TRUST  

LAIDE AND AULTBEA COMMUNITY WOOD 

THE ASSYNT FOUNDATION  
CULAG COMMUNITY WOODLAND TRUST 

BURN OõFOCHABERS WOODLAND TRUST 
DUNBAR COMMUNITY WOODLAND  
 

OTHER INTEREST  
FOREST FIRE INSURANCEñmember query  
 

STAFF CONTACTS  

WWW.COMMUNITYWOODS.ORG  

CWA NEWS  

WELCOME  
 

Thank you to all our members for providing us with their 
newsletters, stories and photographs over the last few months.  

It has been a busy start to the summer, with lots going on across 
the country.  We are delighted to announce the success of so 

many groups with various funders, and look forward to seeing 

how these projects progress.  If you would like your news 
included in the next newsletter, please forward stories and 

newsletters to: rosslyn@communitywoods.org  

CWA TOUR BORDERS WOODLANDS  
WOULD YOUR GROUP BE ABLE TO HOST A VISIT? 

 

Back in March, Andrew Thompson and Sam and Alizee, our French forestry students for a tour of the borders. 

During their three day excursion they visited Wooplaw Community Woodland, Dunbar CW, new members 
Aberlady CW, South West Community Woodland Trust and Tinne Beag Workers Cooperative in Doon of May.  

Each presented a different approach to woodland management and volunteering.  

 
The visit made us think... would any of our member groups like the opportunity to visit other groups and claim a 

subsidy for travel and accommodation? If you would, or perhaps you would like to offer your woodland for visiting, 
please contact Rosslyn directly. 
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CWA NEW STAFF MEMBER, JOHN PATERSON ñ Business Development Manager  

 
CWA are delighted to welcome John Paterson onto our staff team.  John started as 

CWAõs Business Development Manager on the 1st of June, and has been finding his feet 
visiting groups and becoming acquainted with everything associated with the Community 

Woodland world.  (contact details at the end of this newsletter) 
 

Previously a Social Enterprise Business Advisor for Lanarkshire Enterprise Services Ltd, 

John will be responsible for establishing and developing our new trading subsidiary . He 
will be working with CEO, Jon Hollingdale, to build capacity within the organisation, 

develop working partnerships, secure contracts, and market development.  
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MEMBER NEWS  

BORDERS FOREST TRUST,  JEDBURGH   
FORESTRY & AGRICULTURE AT THE DEVILS BEEF TUB 
 

On the 15th of July 2009, Borders Forest Trust became the proud owner of 

Corehead Farm and a flock of nine hundred Blackface sheep. This auspicious event 
was made possible by an avalanche of donations from our members and from 

individuals who were inspired by a vision for large scale ecological restoration in the 

Southern Uplands. 
 

From the 1st of January 2008 to the end of June 2009, over £700,000 was donated 
towards the Devilõs Beef Tub purchase and we managed to secure a further 

£200,000 towards the management of the land from the Tubney Charitable Trust. 
Our thanks go to everyone involved in this magnificent effort.  

 

 
Since July we have been busy getting to grips with the fact that the Trust has become a farmer, albeit at present we 

rely on our contract farming partners, Brian and Andy Ryder of the neighbouring Newton Farm, for the day to day 
management of our livestock. The Trust has been fortunate in being able to tap into a number of sources of sheep 

management expertise: from Og Jackson, a sheep farmer in the Ettrick Valley who is the husband of BFT Trustee 

Daphne Jackson; Mike Baker, BFT Trustee and ex hill sheep farmer and John Hume, ex of Sundhope Farm in the 
Yarrow Valley who is providing some professional advice on hill farming. 

 
As was articulated in our vision for Corehead, the Trust is committed to reducing the grazing pressure on sections 

of the land and has therefore sold over 320 sheep; 200 ewes and 120 ewe lambs. All of the ewes sold have been 
removed from the Top End heft, an area of land covering some three hundred hectares on the eastern (Hart Fell) 

section of the site. This stock removal is our first step towards reducing sheep grazing pressure to a point where 

plants such as heather and blaeberry can recover and flourish. 
 

We will be working to: produce a draft management plan; raise funds for the post of Corehead Site Manager; and 
to prepare a grant submission to the Scottish Government for tree planting, grazing management and practical 

restoration efforts. Much of the management planning and practical work will be guided by a volunteer Corehead 
Steering Group who provide advice and management input as well as advising on our first steps in community 

engagement. 

 

Corehead presents a remarkable opportunity for Borders Forest Trust. Sincere thanks to everyone who helped 

make this project possible. 
 

Willie McGhee 

Extract from Borders Forest Trust Newsletter For more information on BFT please visit: www.bordersforesttrust.org  
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GORDON COMMUNITY WOODLAND  

GORDON AND WESTRUTHER  
SPECKLED WOOD BUTTERFLY SPOTTED 

 
Itõs been busy at Gordon with the group tackling ongoing jobs such as tree tube 

removal, trimming and pruning. One highlight was an interesting butterfly spotted by 

Lisa of BFT while out with trainees at the woodland.  
 

A Speckled Wood was recorded, which for the Borders is quite rare. In general 
more insects have been seen this summer compared to the last two years which is 

encouraging! The group have organised work weekends for New Caledonian 

Woodlands volunteers from Edinburgh, to tackle tree tube removal and coppicing of 
some hazel, oak and willow on the site. 

 
Extract from Borders Forest Trust Newsletter 
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ALVA GLEN HERITAGE TRUST, CLACKMANNAN  
OPEN DAY PROMOTES WOODLAND CRAFT AND MUSIC  
 

In March the sun shone on Alva Glen, and the woodland glade at the 

foot of the glen came alive with the banging of drums, the twirl of the 
pole lathe and smell of hot burgers.  Alva Glen Heritage Trust wanted 

to provide a day that would build further links with the local 

community. To do this the group, with the assistance of CWA, 
brought Henry Fosbrooke of Milton Community Woodland and the 

Woodland Orchestra to Alva. Henry worked with Kenny Grieve of 
Brotus Rural Crafts in the local school for two days preparing a 

wonderful rendition of Mighty Tree.  The song was performed by the 

school children in the Glen to a number of parents, Alva residents 
and group members on Saturday 24th March.    

 
The day was a fantastic networking opportunity for all involved, but 

particularly for Alva Glen Heritage Trust who made links with 
neighbouring woodland groups, local schools and craft people.  

A video of the day is available on YouTube www.youtube.com/user/

commwoods#p/a/u/0/ca48fj501nE and further photos from the day 
can be viewed by visiting: www.piscaweb.google.co.uk/

community.woodlands.photobank 
 

For more information about Alva Glen Heritage Trust please visit: 
www.alvaglen.org.uk  

   

 BACK TO CONTENTS   

http://www.youtube.com/user/commwoods#p/a/u/0/ca48fj501nE
http://www.youtube.com/user/commwoods#p/a/u/0/ca48fj501nE
http://www.piscaweb.google.co.uk/community.woodlands.photobank
http://www.piscaweb.google.co.uk/community.woodlands.photobank
http://www.alvaglen.org.uk









