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Annual Report 2010

In March 2009 the Kilfinan Community Forest Company board decided to renegotiate its purchase of a revised smaller area of Acharossan Forest from the original 447 ha area for a reduced area of 127ha from the Forestry Commission Scotland.  This was fully supported by the Forestry Commission and a new valuation was conducted in June 2009.  The new area of forest was revalued at £130,000 in July 2009 by the District Valuer.

The group then conducted a range of community fundraising events throughout August, September, October, November and December to raise the funds to acquire the forest by March 2010 which raised over £30,000.  The majority of private donations were secured through friends, family and supporters of the group and local landowners.

In December 2009 Highlands & Islands Enterprise offered a grant of £60,000 towards the acquisition and also granted funds to enable further fundraising and publicity material.  The Kilfinan Trust, a local charity, also gifted £5,000.  An interest free community loan of £30,000 was finally secured from a private individual.  

In January 2010 the group submitted an application to the Climate Challenge Fund to install initial access for the community into the forest, a community composting facility and the installation of a shared polytunnel facility and raised beds for food growing and access.  The application also included the employment of a full time development officer for one year and a part-time administrator.  The group were successful in the award of £167,000 and in the same week the forest was formally transferred to community on 26th March 2010 amid much celebration.

The group them directly employed three local long-term unemployed people through the Future Jobs Fund, a government initiative which pays 100% wages for a 40 week contract working with a community or charitable group.  These local people have been working full-time in the forest to help install the infrastructure for the Climate Challenge Fund programme.

Our Carbon Safety Officer, Sara MacLean and Jean Donaldson, our part-time administrator were both recruited in May 2010 to coordinate the CCF programme.

